The Nicene Creed
(recited in unison)
I believe in one God
the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds:
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made; being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made:
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father.
And he shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen!

The Prayer of the Church
(prayed responsively)
Pastor: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: We give You
praise and hearty thanks for all Your goodness and tender mercies. We bless
You for the love which has created us and sustains us from day to day. We
praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, through whom You have
made known to us Your will and grace.
People: We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy
Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all faithful and godly
men, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our

hearts all that our Lord Jesus has done for us; and enable us to show
our thankfulness by lives that are given wholly to Your service.
Save and defend Your Church Universal, purchased with the precious Blood
of Christ. Give it pastors and ministers according to Your Spirit, and
strengthen it through the Word and the sacraments.
Make it perfect in love and in good works, and establish it in the faith
once delivered to the saints. Sanctify and unite Your people in all the
world, that one holy Church may bear witness to You, the God and
Father of all.
Send forth Your light and Your truth into all the earth, O Lord. Raise up, we
pray, faithful servants of Christ to labor in the Gospel at home and in distant
lands.
Grant strength and perseverance to all of our missionaries. Grant that
they may rejoice in a rich harvest of souls for Your kingdom. Support
them in times of trial and weakness, and make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord.
Preserve our Nation in righteousness and honor, and continue Your blessings
to us as a people, that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness
and honesty.
Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the
President and Congress, the Governor and Legislators of Missouri, and
help them to acknowledge and obey Your holy law.
God of mercies, we pray that You would comfort with the grace of Your Holy
Spirit all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity.
Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy
upon those to whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those in
sorrow or mourning. And to all grant a message of Your love, taking
them into Your tender care.
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in
Your church on earth, who now rest from their labors (especially those most
dear to us, whom we name in our hearts before You).
Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at length to the
joy of Your heavenly kingdom; All these things, and whatever else you
see that we need, grant us, O Father, for his sake who died and rose
again, and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, age after
age. Amen.

