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Sunday After Christmas
January 2, 2005

Welcome

The Lord’s Service at Home

If you are visiting our church today, we welcome you to our worship service and
Christian community. Please ﬁnd the black registration folder at the end of the pew
and help us serve you better by leaving your name and contact information. We
promise to keep this information conﬁdential and only use it for personal contact
with you and your family. Please join us downstairs for coffee after the service.

Christmas Season 2004-5

We have Christian education classes for all ages which meet after the service at
11:00 AM. The “visitor’s card” on the table in the foyer will help you ﬁnd the meeting place for your child’s class. We’d love to have you return tonight at 6:00 PM for
singing, prayer, Bible teaching, and fellowship in a more informal setting.
If you are unfamiliar with our form of worship, please feel free to speak with
one of the Pastors or Elders. We have resources that will help you understand the
biblical rationale for why we worship the way we do. Pastor Meyers’s book The
Lord’s Service: The Grace of Covenant Renewal Worship (Canon Press, 2003) is also
available on our book table. Visit our website for articles, essays, and other helpful information on our worship and life at Providence: www.prpc-stl.org
The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal
worship. We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus
Christ, under the authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread
and wine with us as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the elders of this local church
that you are in covenant with God as an active member of a congregation in which
the Gospel is faithfully confessed, taught, and believed. You also acknowledge
that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. If you have any doubt about
your participation, please speak to one of the elders or the pastor before or after the
service. Note: The middle circle of cups in each tray contains grape juice, the larger
outer ring contains wine. (The grape juice has a darker color than the wine.)

Jesus Christ - Conqueror (Front Cover)
The traditional monograms IC and XC are ancient Latin
abbreviations for Jesus (IHCOYC, a Latinized form of
his Greek name) and Christ (XRICTOC). NIKA means
Victor or Conqueror. Jesus Christ was born to conquer
sin, death, and the Devil. The cross in the center of the
world reminds us that Jesus has conquered by means of his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Jesus now reigns because he died for us.
Today our Pulpit and Table paraments are white, as is this service’s
cover sheet. This is the traditional color for CHRISTMAS. It symbolizes joy, celebration, gladness, light, and purity.

Just as the great redemptive events recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures were keyed to
the changes in the seasons—Passover in the Spring means life from the dead—so also
the church has ordered her Scripture readings and prayers so that the life of Christ
would be correlated to the symbolic changes evident in the seasons of the year. Easter,
for example, is celebrated in the Spring when the entire created order is symbolically
restored from death to life.
Consider how this works for Christmas. Why is Christmas celebrated on December
25th? Not because anyone really believed that Jesus was actually born on this date--although the early church had good reasons to suspect a winter birth. Nor is it the case,
as some maliciously teach, that the church gullibly adopted a pagan Roman holiday,
the festival of the Invincible Sun (Dies Natalis Dei Solis Invicti). The early church was
not so naïve. The date was picked for symbolic reasons.
The winter solstice occurs around December 25th (solstice from the Latin: sol = sun,
and sistere = to stand still). This is the time of the year when the Sun reaches its southern-most extremity (or to put it another way, it is the point on the Sun’s ecliptic at
which it is the farthest south). The longest night and the shortest day occur at this
point, and from this day onward the days get longer and the nights get shorter. The
darkness of winter begins to give way to the light and warmth of Spring and Summer.
This continues until the summer solstice when the other extreme is reached.
What does this have to do with Christmas? Much in every way. Just as death and
darkness give way to life and light in the yearly cycle of seasons, so also the death and
darkness brought on by sin gives way to the life and light realized in the work of Jesus.
Jesus birth is celebrated when the darkness of night has reached its peak, and once he
is born the light begins to wax and the darkness wanes. As the traditional German
hymn (#153) reminds us:
Behold a branch is growing
Of loveliest form and grace,
As prophets sung, foreknowing;
It springs from Jesse’s race
And bears one little Flower
In midst of coldest winter,

At deepest midnight hour.

Christmas Scripture Readings – This Week
Monday, Jan. 3 – 1 Sam. 2:27-36

Psalm 19 Luke 2:1-7

1 John 2:28-3:3

Tuesday, Jan. 4 – 1 Sam. 3:1-7

Psalm 20 Luke 2:8-21

1 John 3:4-10

Wednesday, Jan. 5 – 1 Sam. 3:8-21

Psalm 21 Luke 2:22-35

1 John 3:11-18

Thursday, Jan. 6 – 1 Sam. 4:1-11

Psalm 22 Matt.2:1-12

1 John 3:19-24

Friday, Jan. 7 – 1 Sam. 4:12-22

Psalm 23 Luke 2:36-40

1 John 4:1-6

Saturday, Jan. 8 – 1 Sam. 5:1-5

Psalm 24 Luke 2:41-52

1 John 4:7-12

The Sacriﬁce of Peace
†Prayer of Thanksgiving & Memorial
The Words of Institution
Communion Hymn #357 “Till he come!”
Trinity Hymnal
†The Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis): Luke 2:30-32
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy
Word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared
before the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
†Pastor: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
Congregation: And his mercy endures forever!
Pastoral Prayer: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy
Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth,
protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving
peace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, age after age.
Congregation: Amen!

Benediction
†Hymn #124 “At the Name of Jesus”
†Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26
†Three-fold Amen & Postlude

Trinity Hymnal

The Morning Service
The Lord’s Day — January 2, 2005
Sunday After Christmas
Preparation For Worship: Psalm 72
Organ — Mrs. Joanie Harris
Welcome & Announcements — Pastor Christopher T. Smith

The Entrance
Silent Preparation
Call to Worship: Psalm 72:18-19
Pastor Chris Smith
†Hymn #224 “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”
Trinity Hymnal
†Salutation & Responsive Scripture
Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit!
Congregation: Amen!
Matthew 28:19
The Lord be with you!
Ruth 2:4
And also with you!
Unto us a Child is born;
Isaiah 9:6
Unto us a Son is given!
May all kings fall down before him,
Psalm 72:11
All nations serve him!
†Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord:

The Evening Service

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the
peoples of the earth. Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen

Our Evening Sacriﬁce of Prayer and Praise

Puriﬁcation

January 2, 2005 — 6:00 PM
Scripture Meditation - Genesis 3:1-19
Scripture Reading: Genesis 3:1-19
†Hymn#174 “Praise the Saviour Now and ever”
Trinity Hymnal
Psalms and Hymns
Prayer Requests and Prayer
Hymn #335 “Abide with me”
Trinity Hymnal
Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 15:50-57
Sermon “WHERE IS DEATH’S STING?”
Pastor Chris Smith
†Hymn #607 “Hark the sound of holy voices” (Tune of #269)
Trinity Hymnal
†Benediction

†Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins unto God our Father, asking him, in the Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, to grant us forgiveness:
Merciful God, our heavenly Father, you pardon all who truly repent
and turn to you. I humbly confess my sins and ask your mercy. I
have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have I loved my neighbor as
myself. I have not been just in dealing with others. I have not loved
kindness or walked humbly before you, my God. Have mercy on me,
O God, because of your lovingkindness. In your great compassion,
cleanse me from my sin. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew
a right spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence, or take

your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and
sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. Silent prayer. Amen!
†Pastor: Now lift up your heads and hear the good news . . . !

Ascension
†Pastor: Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
†Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
It is proper and right to do so.
†Truly it is ﬁtting and our greatest joy to give thanks to you at all times and
in every place, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore,
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, and with the
church on earth, we praise and magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising you and singing . . .
†Hymn #32
“The God of Abraham Praise”
Trinity Hymnal
The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-9
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
The Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2:20-3:13
This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
†The Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12
This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Praise be to you, O Christ!
†We Confess our Faith: The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God
the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds: God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made;
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made:
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was cruciﬁed also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father.
And he shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and gloriﬁed;
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
And I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen!
Sermon: CHRIST MADE MANIFEST
Pastor Chris Smith
†Hymn of Response: #154 “As with gladness men of old”
Trinity Hymnal
†We Recite God’s Holy Standard for Living
Matthew 5:2-12
Jesus opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be satisﬁed.
Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
And utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in heaven,
For so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Tribute Offering
We Offer Ourselves Through Tithes and Offerings
†Prayer of Dedication & The Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen!

